
NOTES AND MEMORANDA. 

A New Microscopic Lamp was exhibited by Mr. J. Browning at 
the last meeting. We have not had time to examine it thoroughly, 
but it appears to be a considerable improvement on those now in use. 
We therefore call attention to it. We shall probably describe it in 
our next issue. 

Croydon Microscopical Club’s Soirek -We alluded to this in 
our last number, but unfortunately were unable to do more. Now, 
however, the Proceedings have been placed in our hands, and we arc 
enabled to give some account of the soiree of a Society which has not 
been a year in existence (in fact, not much more than six months), and 
which already numbers over 124 members, and has the good fortune of 
being under the presidency of Mr. Henry Lee, F.L.S., F.R.M.S., who 
is almost solely responsible for the labour involved in the recent con- 
versaxione. The soiree given in connection with the club on Wednes- 
day evening, the 23rd ult., was a fashionable and brilliant affair ; it 
was not only attended by the principal families of Croydon and the 
neighbourhood, but also by several persons of distinction, among whom 
may be mentioned the Japanese ambassador and his secretary, wbo 
appeared to take a deep interest in the large variety of objccts which 
Mr. Lee brought under their notice. Three tables, covered with green 
baize, extended along the entire length of the hall, and others all along 
the walls, leaving, of course, sufficient space for the visitors to pro- 
menade, and examine the numerous objects of interest which were 
presented for their inspection. That in the centre was reservcd for 
members of the Linnsan Society, the Royal Microscopical Society, the 
Quekett Microscopical Club, and the Old Change Microscopical Society. 
The tables to the right and left of the centre were reserved for makers 
of optical instruments, of whom a large number greatly contributed to 
the success of the soiree by their exhibition of about 75 microscopes. 
The tables around the sides and end of the hall were occupied by the 
members of the Croydon Microscopical Club. The space at our dis- 
posal wi l l  not permit us to enter into a description of the very nume- 
rous and interesting objects that were exhibited under the hundred . 
and forty microscopes on the tables, but we may mention the names of 
some of the gentlemen who kindly contributed to the enjoyment of the 
company. Commencing at the centre table, we observed the names of 
the Rev. T. Wiltshire, Captain Tyler, Drs. Mundie, Matthews, Giffard, 
and Murie ; Messrs. Loy, P. J. Butler, W. L. Freestone, Quick, W. 
T. Rabbits, Charters White, W. S. Kent, C. Stewart, Suffolk, Francis, 
Piper, Thomas, and Brown. The manufacturers in attendance were 
Messrs. Ross, Murray and Heath, Baker, Moginie, R. and J. Beck, 
Collins, Swift, Bailey, Stanley, and Wheeler. The members of the 
Croydon Microscopical Club exhibited in strong force. Nr. Ridley 
and Mr. Cooper (coachman and gardener to Mr. Ridsdale, of Coombe- 
lane, Croydon) exhibited six cases of English butterflies and beetles 
most artistically arranged; and Mr. Skinner (carpenter on the estate 
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of W. H. Peek, Esq., M.P.), several cases, thc designs forming thc 
Prince of Wales’s feathers, with the motto “ Ich  dien,” and two 
crowns traced in small beetles. I n  addition to those we have 
already mentioned, there was a large numbe$ of curious and valuable 
articles exhibited, amongst which may be noticed contributions by 
the indefatigable President, by Mr. J. F. Flower, Dr. Carpenter, 
Mr. N. L. Austen, and Mr. W. J. Wilson. In addition to six micro- 
scopes, Mr. Lee exhibited several curious objects, amongst which were 
remarkably fine specimens of the Euplectella (Silicious sponge) and 
the Portuguese Bird‘s Nest sponge (Pheronemu Gruyi) ; case of Chinese 
insects ; a chess-board, each square representing a different snow crystal 
as seen through the microscope, made by the daughter of Waterhouse 
Hawkins, Esq. ; sections of fossil and recent nautilus, and many other 
interesting objects. Altogether the evening was a most successful 
one, and adequately repaid tho President for the trouble hc had 
taken. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE SCALES OF LEPIDOCYRTUS. 
I b  the Editor of the ‘ MontAly Microscopicul Journul.’ 

22, BEWBOROUGH GARDENS, Dec. 5, 1870. 
Sm,--In the report of the Proceedings of the Royal Microscopical 

Society, in the December number of the ‘Monthly Microscopical 
Journal,’ I read that Dr. Pigott makes me to say I have seen the scab 
of Lepidocyrtus in squares. 

Will you kindly afford me space to say that I never saw anything 
of the kind, and did not say so ; and that I cannot understand how 
so wonderful a misconception could have arisen? Dr. Pigott’s remark 
escaped my notice at the meeting, or I would a t  once have corrected 
him. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

S. J. M‘INTIRE. 


